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Developmental Methodology III 
Noel A. Card and Todd D. Little 

Co-Organizers 

September 22 – 24, 2016 
Whitefish, MT 

All sessions will be held in the Grouse Mountain Lodge 
 

Ca l l  fo r  Submis s i ons   

 

 

Submission portal: 
DevelopmentalMethods.org 

Submission Deadline: May 23, 2016 

Co-Organizers Noel Card and Todd Little invite you to 
submit for the third biennial meeting of the 
Developmental Methodology conference.  The 
meeting will be held September 22-24, 2016 at the 
beautiful Grouse Mountain Lodge in Whitefish, MT. 
 
This meeting will advance and disseminate work at 
the interface of developmental science and 
quantitative methodology. Bringing together 
methodological and developmental scholars, the 
conference will foster discussion of how recent 
advances in methodology can improve our study of 
developmental change processes and how the unique 
research questions of child development motivate 
advancements in quantitative methodology. This 
discussion will promote innovations in developmental 
methodology and adaptation of best methodological 
practices in developmental science. The conference 
will include broad work in areas of measurement and 
data collection, longitudinal design and data analysis, 
and other advanced methods of data analysis relevant 
to developmental science.  The conference will 
provide a forum for presentation and discussion of 
methodological advances and applications, as well as 
extensive workshops to allow attendees to expand 
and update their methodological skill sets through 
numerous keynote addresses and workshops. 

 
Keynote Speakers and Special Events: 

Pamela Davis-Kean: Scientific Integrity and Developmental Science: Increasing the Power of our Science. 
Keith F. Widaman: When Will We Care about Type II Errors As Much As We Care about Type I Errors? 

Networking Poster Sessions with Cash Bar and Light Snacks 
Evening Dinner and Music on Saturday Night 

Beautiful Northwest Montana, including Whitefish Mountain, Whitefish Lake, and the Flathead Valley 
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2016 Submission Rules 
 

Submission Limits: There is no limit for presenting 
roles. 

 

Additional Considerations:  

1. Only presenting roles will be protected from 
schedule conflicts (see role definitions at 
left). 

2. There is no limit on the number of co-
authors per presentation. 

3. Roles other than Chair, Discussant and 
Author 1 are not protected from schedule 
conflicts. 
 

NO changes may be made after the submission 
deadline has passed. 

 
Authors will be notified of acceptance by end of 
June. 

Presenting Roles, Defined  

1. Chair 1 and Chair 2 of a Symposium  
2. Discussant for a Symposium 
3. Author 1 of a Poster (regular or Best-

Practice) 
4. Author 1 of a Paper 

 

Submissions that focus on methodological advances or applications may be submitted to 11 themes: 

1. Scaling -- practices in quantifying developmental phenomenon and ensuring adequate scale ranges 
across development. 

2. Measurement equivalence -- evaluating comparability of measurement across time, age, and cultural 
context using confirmatory factor analysis and differential item functioning analyses. 

3. Intensive data collection methods -- innovative approaches to collecting continuous or time-sampled 
data such as daily diary, electronic pager, remote observation methods, or online data collection. 

4. Content-specific measurement -- advances in measuring phenomena of specific content interest, such 
as novel physiological and/or brain imaging measures, observational methodology and data, 
sociometric methods, and measures during infancy. 

5. Innovative longitudinal designs -- advances in longitudinal design that allow for more efficient or 
novel solutions to understanding change, such as accelerated longitudinal designs, retrospective data 
collection, microburst designs, or variable time-span studies. 

6. Intraindividual longitudinal analysis -- methods of modeling within-person change from single- or 
multiple-child data; e.g., time series, survival and event history, P technique. 

7. Interindividual longitudinal analysis -- methods of modeling across-person stability and change, and 
the potentials and limits of causal inference; e.g., panel models, difference score analysis, mediation 
and moderation. 

8. Combining intraindividual and interindividual longitudinal analysis -- methods of modeling 
interindividual variability in intraindividual change; e.g., growth curve modeling, nonlinear growth, 
growth mixture models. 

9. Analysis of interdependent data -- analysis of data from dyads and groups; e.g., actor-partner 
interdependence models, social relations models, static and dynamic social network analysis. 

10. Person-centered approaches -- methods of clustering and classifying individuals; e.g., cluster analysis, 
general mixture modeling, taxometrics. 

11. Other methods -- this category will capture the wide range of topics and techniques not encompassed 
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within the other themes; e.g., Bayesian analysis, dynamic systems models, EMOSA models, gene by 
environment models, meta-analysis, missing data, model selection. 

2016 Submission Formats 

1. Paper Symposium - a cohesive cluster of paper presentations. To attain cohesion, the symposium 
should focus on a specific topic and emphasize conceptual issues and the integration of findings. 
Scheduled for 1 hour and 40 minutes; 20-30 minutes of this time MUST be reserved for discussion with 
audience participation. Formats are three papers without discussant, three papers plus discussant, or 
four papers. 

2. Paper Presentation - individual paper presentations, which will then be organized into 3 or 4 paper 
clusters around similar topics. These clusters will be scheduled for 1 hour and 40 minutes; 20-30 
minutes of this time MUST be reserved for discussion with audience participation, meaning that each 
paper presentation will be allotted between 20 and 25 minutes. 

3. Poster - scheduled for 1 hour and 40 minutes, posters are the format for individual, free-standing 
research presentations. Posters are the appropriate format when material can be explained briefly, is 
suited for graphic or visual presentation, and/or the presenter would benefit from high levels of 
interaction and discussion. 

4. Best-Practice Poster - Best-Practice posters involve individuals who will provide an overview of their 
research situation leading to an unanswered methodological question. Experts scheduled to attend 
these sessions and other attendees will engage in discussion about these questions and provide advice 
about potential solutions.  Discussion is intended to be supportive and assist presenters toward using 
best practices in their research. 

5. Ask-A-Question Poster - Ask-A-Question posters involve individuals who will provide an overview of 
their research situation leading to an unanswered methodological question. Experts scheduled to 
attend these sessions and other attendees will engage in discussion about these questions and provide 
advice about potential solutions.  Discussion is intended to be supportive and assist presenters toward 
using best practices in their research. 

6. Workshop – A workshop is a brief educational program that focuses especially on techniques and skills. 
Workshops may be either introductory, intermediate, or advanced. Total time allowed for the session: 
90 minutes.. 

 

Entering Data into the Submission Website 

Please note: It is essential to recognize that the text you enter for your submission is the text that will 
appear in the program.  

1. You must enter the affiliation for each person FIRST and then enter a complete, formal name (e.g., 
Samuel T. Jones; H. Harrison Smith-Barton) rather than a nickname, and current email address for each 
person. This requirement serves to uniquely identify a person included on your submission and ensures that 
he/she receives both an Author Information Verification email message and email communication regarding 
the decision status of the submission. 

 
2. Data entry and file upload guidelines: 

a. Titles: Use mixed case (upper-case only for the first letter of all words with 4 or more letters) and 
appropriate punctuation. 

b. Integrative Statements, Abstracts and Descriptions: Run a spell- and grammar-check in your word-
processor, making sure that the “track changes” tool is not active, and all changes are accepted.  

c. Submission Website “Notes” Field:  

 You may enter a scheduling request in the "Notes" field on the Submission Website by selecting 
the “Details” step. The request must include the reason you cannot present on a particular 
day/time. We will do our best to accommodate your needs, but we cannot guarantee that your 
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request will be honored. 

 Should your program/project/consortium require that the group name be included on your 
submission, please enter it in the “Notes” field on the Submission Website by selecting the 
“Details” step. Do not enter this name as an author. 

d. After the submission deadline has passed, NO revisions may be made.  

 

Review Process and Criteria for All Submission Formats 

1. Sufficient empirical data must be included in your summary to provide a basis for evaluation of your 
submission. We discourage “promissory notes” as submissions. 

2. Each submission undergoes a blinded review by at least two members of a review panel. No author or other 
identifying information may be included in your integrative statement or summary. 

3. If two ratings of a submission differ considerably, the panel chair also will rate the submission.  

 Paper Symposium 
 

 

A symposium is defined as a cohesive cluster of paper presentations. To attain cohesion, the symposium should 
focus on a specific topic and emphasize conceptual issues and integration of findings.  

Scheduled for 1 hour and 40 minutes. 20-30 minutes of this time MUST be reserved for discussion with audience 
participation. Formats are three papers without discussant, three papers plus discussant, or four papers. 

1. Organizing a Symposium: Symposia are organized by submitters and are submitted as a group of 
presentations. Important Note: When you invite people to participate in your symposium, please clearly 
communicate to them that your invitation is not part of the official Invited Program and that we will not 
reimburse their expenses. 

2. Symposium Structure: A symposium must have 1 chair (a second chair is optional) who is responsible for 
introducing speakers, enforcing time restrictions, and facilitating discussion for the last 20-30 minutes of 
the allotted time. Formats are three papers without discussant, three papers plus discussant, or four 
papers. 

3. Symposium Content: Symposium organizers are strongly encouraged to ensure coordination of ideas within 
the symposium. The degree of coherence among the presentations will be important an consideration when 
reviewers are choosing among submissions with equivalent scientific merit.  

4. Roles and Requirements:  

 Chair 1 (required): Organizes and moderates the symposium session by introducing the presenters and 
ensuring that time limits are strictly observed. The Chair should be prepared to lead, stimulate, and 
coordinate the 20-30 minute open discussion with the audience. This is a presenting role and thus is 
protected against schedule conflicts. 

 Chair 2 (optional): Assists Chair 1 and is a presenting role protected against schedule conflicts. Please 
include a Chair 2 only if necessary in order to provide the appropriate range of expertise. 

 Discussant (optional): The discussant provides commentary on, and cohesion among, the paper 
presentations included in the symposium. The discussant is expected to draw upon his/her own 
expertise but should not present his/her own research. Thus, no summary is required, nor will it be 
possible to upload one. Discussant is a presenting role and is protected against schedule conflicts. 

 Author 1 (required): The first author is the person who presents an individual paper within a 
symposium. This presenting role is protected against schedule conflicts. 

 Authors 2 - N (optional): Additional authors on each individual paper presentation are not protected 
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against schedule conflicts.  

5. Integrative Statements and Abstracts:  

 The Integrative Statement summarizes the nature and significance of the proposed topic. The 
symposium title must be placed at the top and is not included in the word count. No author names or 
other identifying information may be included. 

 Every paper presentation should follow the guidelines for an individual paper presentation described 
above. 

General Procedures for Submitting Paper Symposium: 
 
NEW for this meeting: submitting a Paper Symposium is a 2-step process. The integrative statement is 
entered in Step 1 and the paper abstracts are entered in Step 2. 
 
 Integrative Statement (Step 1): 

1. Enter basic information including a title with no more than 130 characters and up to three theme 
choices.  

2. Enter information for the chair(s) and discussant (optional) and specify roles for each person. Be 
prepared to enter complete information for yourself and accurate full names, affiliations, and email 
addresses for all other participants. 

3. Integrative Statement: Statements may have a word count of 250 or less. NEW for this meeting: pdfs 
may not be uploaded. 

a. Copy and paste integrative statement text into provided field. 
b. Use standard reference citations (last name, year), but do not include a reference list. If you 

believe a full reference is necessary, include it in the text as (authors, title, journal, year) and 
include it in your word count. 

c. No names or other identifying information may be included in the text. 

Paper Presentations (Step 2):  

4. Enter a title that is 130 characters or less in length for each individual presentation. 

5. Enter complete information for the author(s) (accurate full name, affiliation, email address) on each 
presentation and specify roles and order for each. Group authorship (program/project/consortium) 
designations, if required, should be entered into the “Notes” field in Step 8 on the Submission Website. 

6. Abstracts: May be up to 500 words. NEW for this meeting: pdfs may not be uploaded. 

a. Copy and paste abstract text into provided field. 
b. Use standard reference citations (last name, year), but do not include a reference list. If you 

believe a full reference is necessary, include it in the text as (authors, title, journal, year) and 
include it in your word count. 

c. No names or other identifying information may be included in the text. 

7. Graphics are encouraged but are not required. You may either create a table on the submissions 
website or upload a file. Accepted formats are GIF, JPG, and TIF. The two graphics allowed may be: 

a. 2 tables, or 
b. 2 figures, or 
c. 1 table plus 1 figure 

Graphics do not count toward the maximum number of words in the summary. 

8. Repeat Steps 4-7 above for each presentation until all are complete. 
 
  

 Individual Paper Presentations that will be grouped into Paper Symposium  
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We invite submissions for individual paper presentations, which will then be organized into 3 or 4 paper 
clusters around similar topics. These clusters will be scheduled for 1 hour and 40 minutes. 20-30 minutes of this 
time MUST be reserved for discussion with audience participation, meaning that each paper presentation will 
be allotted between 20 and 25 minutes. 

1. Enter basic information including a title with no more than 130 characters and up to three theme 
choices. 

2. Enter information for the authors, and specify a role and order for each person. Be prepared to 
enter complete information for yourself and accurate full names, affiliations, and email addresses for 
all other people on your submission. Group authorship (program/project/consortium) designations, if 
required, should be entered into the “Notes” field in Step 7 on the Submission Website. 

3. Abstracts: May be up to 500 words.  NEW for this meeting: pdfs may not be uploaded. 

a. Copy and paste abstract text into provided field. 
b. Use standard reference citations (last name, year), but do not include a reference list. If you 

believe a full reference is necessary, include it in the text as (authors, title, journal, year) and 
include it in your word count. 

c. No names or other identifying information may be included in the text. 

4. Graphics are encouraged but are not required. You may either create a table on the submissions 
website or upload a file. Accepted formats are GIF, JPG, and TIF. The two graphics allowed are: 

a. 2 tables, or 
b. 2 figures, or 
c. 1 table plus 1 figure 

Graphics do not count toward the maximum number of words in the summary. 

5. NEW for this meeting: Indicate whether or not you would allow the paper presentation to be 
considered as a poster. 

 

 Poster  

 
Scheduled for 1 hour and 40 minutes, posters are the format for individual, free-standing research 
presentations. Posters are the appropriate format when material can be explained briefly, is suited for graphic 
or visual presentation, and/or the presenter would benefit from high levels of interaction and discussion. 
 

 Posters will be displayed during poster sessions. 

 Each accepted poster will occupy one poster board for the entire poster session. 

 No electrical power will be available. 
 
General Procedures for Submitting Posters: 

1. Enter basic information including a title with no more than 130 characters and up to three theme 
choices. 

2. Enter information for the authors, and specify a role and order for each person. Be prepared to 
enter complete information for yourself and accurate full names, affiliations, and email addresses for 
all other people on your submission. Group authorship (program/project/consortium) designations, if 
required, should be entered into the “Notes” field in Step 7 on the Submission Website. 

3. Abstracts: May be up to 500 words.  NEW for this meeting: pdfs may not be uploaded. 

a. Copy and paste abstract text into provided field. 
b. Use standard reference citations (last name, year), but do not include a reference list. If you 

believe a full reference is necessary, include it in the text as (authors, title, journal, year) and 
include it in your word count. 

c. No names or other identifying information may be included in the text. 
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4. Graphics are encouraged but are not required. You may either create a table on the submissions 
website or upload a file. Accepted formats are GIF, JPG, and TIF. The two graphics allowed are: 

a. 2 tables, or 
b. 2 figures, or 
c. 1 table plus 1 figure 

Graphics do not count toward the maximum number of words in the summary. 

 Best-Practice Posters 
 
Best-Practice posters will involve individuals who will present their substantive research using best-practice 
methodology. Panels will review the merits of the methods in the review process. At the poster session experts 
scheduled to attend these sessions and other attendees will provide additional feedback on the methods used. 
This feedback is to help presenters achieve the highest level of methodological rigor to facilitate publication 
success in top-tier journals. 
 
General Procedures for Submitting: Best-Practice Posters 

1. Enter basic information including a title with no more than 130 characters and up to three theme 
choices. The title of this submission should be phrased as a question. 

2. Enter information for the authors, and specify a role and order for each person. Be prepared to 
enter complete information for yourself and accurate full names, affiliations, and email addresses for 
all other people on your submission. Group authorship (program/project/consortium) designations, if 
required, should be entered into the “Notes” field in Step 7 on the Submission Website. 

3. Abstracts: May be up to 250 words (please note the shorter length allowed).  NEW for this meeting: 
pdfs may not be uploaded. 

a. Copy and paste abstract text into provided field. 
b. Use standard reference citations (last name, year), but do not include a reference list. If you 

believe a full reference is necessary, include it in the text as (authors, title, journal, year) and 
include it in your word count. 

c. No names or other identifying information may be included in the text. 

4. Graphics are encouraged but are not required. You may either create a table on the submissions 
website or upload a file. Accepted formats are GIF, JPG, and TIF. The two graphics allowed are: 

a. 2 tables, or 
b. 2 figures, or 
c. 1 table plus 1 figure 

Graphics do not count toward the maximum number of words in the summary. 

Ask-A-Question Posters 
 
Ask-A-Question posters will involve individuals (primarily students and early career members) who will provide 
an overview of their research situation leading to an unanswered methodological question. Experts scheduled 
to attend these sessions and other attendees will engage in discussion about these questions and provide advice 
about solutions. 
 
Submissions will be evaluated based on their likelihood of prompting interesting intellectual exchanges. The 
questions should not have a single, simple answer, but instead they should prompt numerous potential answers 
that can be compared in terms of relative strengths and weaknesses. Submissions for this format should provide 
a brief overview of the research that leads to a question to be posed to attendees. The submission should 
provide preliminary consideration of some potential answers and identify the deficiencies in those answers. 
Titles of these submissions should be phrased as questions. 

General Procedures for Submitting: Ask-A-Question Posters 

1. Enter basic information including a title with no more than 130 characters and up to three theme 
choices. The title of this submission should be phrased as a question. 
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2. Enter information for the authors, and specify a role and order for each person. Be prepared to 
enter complete information for yourself and accurate full names, affiliations, and email addresses for 
all other people on your submission. Group authorship (program/project/consortium) designations, if 
required, should be entered into the “Notes” field in Step 7 on the Submission Website. 

3. Abstracts: May be up to 250 words (please note the shorter length allowed).  NEW for this meeting: 
pdfs may not be uploaded. 

a. Copy and paste abstract text into provided field. 
b. Use standard reference citations (last name, year), but do not include a reference list. If you 

believe a full reference is necessary, include it in the text as (authors, title, journal, year) and 
include it in your word count. 

c. No names or other identifying information may be included in the text. 

4. Graphics are encouraged but are not required. You may either create a table on the submissions 
website or upload a file. Accepted formats are GIF, JPG, and TIF. The two graphics allowed are: 

d. 2 tables, or 
e. 2 figures, or 
f. 1 table plus 1 figure 

Graphics do not count toward the maximum number of words in the summary. 

 


